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Rebel against Society


(for Social Justice)





Example: “I was not born to be forced.  I will breath after my own fashion” (Thoreau 376).








Example: “I did not for a moment feel confined, and the walls seemed a great waste of stone and mortar.  I felt as if I alone of all my townsmen had paid my tax.  They plainly did not know how to treat me, but behaved like persons who are underbred” (Thoreau 375-376).








Example: Niel: “For the first time in my whole life, I know what I wanna do! And for the first time, I'm gonna do it! Whether my father wants me to or not! Carpe diem!” (Weir 001:45:10)





Explain: Both of these quotes show how Thoreau believed that you should do what you want and not let others hold you back; however, you must accept the consequences and take responsibility for your actions.





Example: � HYPERLINK "http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000160/" �Todd Anderson�: Keating said that everybody took turns reading and I don't wanna do that. �� HYPERLINK "http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000494/" �Neil�: Gosh, you really have a problem with that don't you? �� HYPERLINK "http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000160/" �Todd Anderson�: N-No, I don't have a problem, Neil. I just - I don't wanna do it, okay! (Weir 030:10)





Example: “Whoso would be a man, must be a nonconformist.  He who would gather immortal palms must not be hindered by the name of goodness, but must explore if it be goodness” (Emerson 364).





Example: “It is easy in the world to live after the world’s opinion; it is easy in solitude to live after our own; but the great man is he who in the midst of the crowd keeps with perfect sweetness and the independence of solitude” (Emerson 365).








Explain: In the movie it shows how the boys follow their dreams and go against authority.  They prove that they can do what they want and not hold back just because somebody doesn’t want them to do something.





Explain: Emerson shows that everybody should follow their heart and not be afraid of what others think of them.  He also explains that sometimes one must go against authority in order to achiever their goals.  





Example: “I am not a bit tamed, I too am untranslatable, / I sound my barbaric yelp over the roofs of the world” (Whitman 47-48).





Example: “I, now thirty seven years old in perfect health begin, / Hoping to cease not till death” (Whitman 8-9).





Explain: The lines from Whitman’s poems show how he wanted to “seize the day” and also how he is his own person and nobody can control the way he lives his life.








